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Eileen Sheffield (/^ Dj 


Date 


RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 


Sirs: 


Responsive to the species election mailed June 2U 200S» Applicants elect to prosecute 
the species of Species A and Figure 6, wi^ traverse. The corresponding claims are believed to 
be 47-58. 61-71, 73-80 and 82-83. 

The Examiner has issued this requirement at a late stage of prosecution. The Examiner 
bases the election requirement on the allegation that ^'there is no common special technical 
feature" because the inventive concept set forth in claims 47 aod 69 allegedly does not define 
over U-S, Patent No. 1>1 34,797. However, this patent was of record previously and no such 
requirement was made. The tJS application is a nationalized PCT application. The PCT 
application was not challenged for non-uniformity. With the claims submitted during the 
corresponding international preliminaiy examination, both the novelty and the inventive activity 
of the invention were acknowledged A European patent has already been granted. 
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Also, the requirement is not alleged to be based on the finding that the allegedly species 
appear in different subclasses of the official classification, thai they are recognized separately i 
the art in question or that further searches are necessary for each species. 

In sum. it is not believed that it would be an undue burden for the Examiner to examine 
all species at one time. 

If any fees ate due to enter this response or to otherwise maintain pendency of this 
application, authorization is given to charge such fees to deposit amount no. 50-0624, 


Respectfully submitted, 
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